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Offer New Uses of Sensing Technology

By Daniel P. Bearth
Staff Writer

Executives of two manufactur-
ers ol tire-inflation monitoring
systems said they were expanding
the technology’s applications as
they tried to gain a Iln-nﬂm][{ with
sales to truck and trailer manufac-
turers and fleet operators.

“We're looking bevond tire
pressure monitoring svstems,”

Robert Rudman, president of

smarTire Systems in Richmaond,
British Columbia, said at an
investment conference in New
York on June 2,

Rudman said SmarTire has
developed a universal receiver tha
can communicate with sensors on
a wide range of components on a
veehicle, to monitor the engine and
brakes, load status, driver creden-
tials and asset tracking.

Having a “"wireless gateway”
could make it easier tor motor
carriers to comply with future
security regulations that may
require “total visibility” of goods
in transit, Budman saicl.

Meanwhile, officials at Pressure
Svstems International unveiled a
new wheel-end high-temperature
warning alert to go with its anto-

mated tire-inflation product,

P51 afficials demonstrated the
new feature at a June 15 l:rmlut-t
demonstration in San Antonio.

Fleet customers asked for the
:lli"r! l‘""":ll]ﬁl" l"'\{"‘l:'.‘ilij'l'{" ||l:';,|[ il'l
wheel ends can lead to cata
strophic failure and wheel loss, a
company spokesman said.

In March, Frank Sonzala, exec-
utive vice president of PSI,
reported that sales rose 45% in
2004 and that the tire-inflation
svstemn has been installed in more
than 1.5 million tires,

“Our penetration in the trailer
market has shown the greatest
increase,” Sonzala said.

The Meritor Tire Inflation
System by PSI is sold exclu-
sively in the United States by
ArvinMeritor Ine., Trovy,
Mich., an $5 billion mannfac-
turer of axles, brakes and dri-
vetrain component systems
for ulltnllmhilh-x and trucks.

The PSI svstem uses the
axle tube as a condunit for air
pressure and can constantly
adjust tire pressures for alti-
tude, climate, weight and speeds.

SmarTires Budman said he
expected Congress to extend pro-
visions of the Tread Act, a law

pressure monitoring systems on
passenger cars, minivans, sport-
l1ti[i|_'~' vehicles and ][:-_';ll! trucks,
beginning in 2004, to include all
commercial truocks and buses. He
did not predict when that might
happen.

P5I's tire inflation svslem
is sold exclusively

in the United States
by ArvinMeritor.,

“Addditional arowth
JIJ]JU]'[II]Ii[iL'\i
rapidly emerging in
other El'ml.lclmrlulinn-
based wireless applica-
tions such as homeland
security, vehiele and driver

safety and asset management,”
Rudman said.

that requires a [‘J]l:lm*-in of tire-

SmarTire has sold about 5,000
svstems to owners of recreational
vehicles and has contracts to
install its product on motoreyveles
i'l[](]. some 'I‘i'l..'i.‘if‘['lgl.!r CArs jI'I
Europe, Rn{[lm:m said.

Commercial vehicles and buses,
however, represent “our pritmary
target market,” Rudman said.



